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CONPIDENTIAL GENEVA 5665 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR, CB, TH, SHUM, SREP 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS/REPUGEES: POSSIBLE UN SPONSORSHIP POR 
REPATRIATION OP CAMBODIAN REFUGEES IN THAILAND 

REF: STATE 163610 

1 . MISSOFP CONPERRED WITH UNHCR PER INSTRUCTIONS IN REPTEL TO 
GET AGENCY’S VIEWS ON WHAT SAPEGUARDS WERE POSSIBLE TO ASSURE 
VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION OF CAMBODIANS NOW IN THAILAND, IP INDEED 
REPATRIATION BECOMES A REALITY. 

2. ACCORDING TO UNHCR OPPICIAL GOBIUS, WHEN CAMBODIANS 
INITIATED DISCUSSION REGARDING REPATRIATION THE RTG REPORTEDLY 
REPLIED THAT IT COULD NOT RETURN THE REFUGEES AND RECOMMENDED 
THAT THE CAMBODIANS CONTACT THE UN HIGH COMMISSIONER ABOUT 
THE SITUATION. NO CONTACT, TO DATE, HAS BEEN MADE AND GOBIUS IS 
DOUBTPUL THAT REPATRIATION WILL TAKE PLACE ANYTIME IN THE NEAR 
PUTURE. 
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3. HE FURTHER STATED THAT THE TWO GOVERNMENTS WOULD HAVE TO MAKE 
THE DECISION REGARDING REPATRIATION. SINCE THIS ACTION HAS 

NOT TAKEN PLACE, UNHCR HAS MOBILIZED NO EFFORTS IN THIS 
DIRECTION. 

4. WHEN QUERIED ABOUT ADEQUATE SAFEGUARDS TO ASSURE VOLUNTARY 
REPATRIATION GOBIUS SAID THAT IP REPATRIATION BECOMES A 
REALITY UNHCR COULD ONLY PLAY ITS USUAL ROLE OP 

ASSISTING REFUGEES. HE EXPRESSED VIEW THAT THE AGENCY 
COULD DO VERY LITTLE TO PROTECT REFUGEES AGAINST HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS EVEN IF A UNHCR REP WAS ALLOWED IN PHNOM PENH. 

5. IT IS GOBIUS' OPINION THAT THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT DOES 

NOT WANT THE REFUGEES. AND HE DOUBTS THAT MANY OF THE REFUGEES 
WILL WANT TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMELAND ALTER HEARING THE 
GRIM STORIES BEING CIRCULATED IN REPUGEE CAMPS ABOUT LIFE 
IN CAMBODIA. DALE 
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